MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Town Council meeting to be held on Tuesday, 17th September 2024
at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre.

Minutes
PRESENT:    Councillor E Bickerstaffe (chair)

 Councillors: P Desmond, L Nulty, P Enright
 Councillor Stuart Jones – LCC
IN ATTENDANCE:  Angela Hunter (Acting Town Clerk)



 Tim Rackham  (Observer)
APOLOGIES:   Councillor Jordan Ledger & Jean Priestly (Finance Officer) 



Karen Ibison (Observer)
CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS 

Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town Council meetings.  
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members. 

Standard declarations of interest by councillors 

Cllr Bickerstaffe - an interest in items relating to Wesham CE School (Governor).

Cllr J Ledger – an interest in planning (Fylde BC committee member)

Cllr L Nulty – an interest in issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank.
24/083  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd July 2024 be approved and signed by the chair.

Proposed by Cllr P Desmond                Seconded by Cllr L Bickerstaffe    All in favour
24/084  MATTERS ARISING – 
See comments in other sections of these minutes. 
24/085  POLICING ISSUES -  
a) Crime Reports – police.org.uk website > area > PR4 3DR (WCC postcode)
b) Policing Issues – no items were raised by the Councillors
Cllr Liz Bickerstaffe advised that PCSO Jake Giddins sends apologies.  He has advised that if there are any issues to send to him via e-mail.  Cllr L Bickerstaffe advised that she would be contacting him by phone. 

In the Know recent reports advise that currently Range Rover type cars are the preferred model of choice for theft.

24/086  PLANNING - Planning Applications
No new planning applications have been sent through from FBC for consideration at this meeting.

24/0368 – Demolition of Buildings at Mill Farm

Cllr J Ledger is actioned with writing to FBC to advise WTC comments on this application as per the 22nd July 2024 WTC minutes.
24/0368 – Demolition of Buildings @ Mill Farm Sports village

Note: Wesham Council do not appear to have been sent the usual letter from FBC Planning asking for comments but this was on the planning list sent out 25th June 2024.

After discussion regarding this application & concerns raised by Wesham Councillors.  They commented that it was regrettable that these properties had been allowed to deteriorate particularly in line with Government information regarding re housing shortage issues.  Also this area is within the countryside area of the FBC MU53. 

It was agreed to send comments to FBC Planning – Andrew Stell.
Action – Cllr Jordan Ledger

24/087  PLAYING FIELDS and OPEN SPACES – any urgent items?
a) Open Spaces Contract 
· Grounds maintenance – Councillors agreed how good all the summer bedding/baskets/troughs etc & maintenance of the open spaces through summer 2024 by Robert Pickervance had been.  A letter of thanks to be sent to Robert & James for all their efforts.
Action – Angela Hunter

b) Fleetwood Road Playing Fields - to be discussed any issues raised
· Barrier at Entrance – Cllr Bickerstaffe reported that a couple of snag issues re latch & chains still need to be sorted.  Also signage regarding height restrictions needs to be sourced & fitted.
· Councillor Philip Enright expressed concerns regarding dogs accessing the children’s play area.

It was agreed that re-newed signage regarding Dog Fouling & No Access to the Children’s play also needs to be sourced



Action - Cllr Liz Bickertaffe & Angela Hunter
· Loose Bollard – one of the bollard has come out of the ground & needs to be re-set.
Action - Cllr Liz Bickertaffe
· Pavilion – The guttering clearing out & some parts need replacing. 

Several of these issues are ongoing from the 22nd July 2024 meeting.  Efforts to obtain a handyman for Wesham Council from the local community have so far not been successful.
James Pickervance has advised that if there is a list of jobs that with their contacts they may be able to assist WTC with handymen for identified jobs.
Councillors agreed to undertake an inspection – probably on a Saturday morning.  Date to be agreed.
c) Doorstep Green, Derby Road – 
· Bench in Dog Walking area

It was agreed that a bench in Dog Walking area made of composite material should be investigated. Cllr Liz Bickerstaffe has a catalogue on benches.  Prior to installation a concrete plinth will need to be created for it to stand on.  Robert & James Pickervance to be contacted regarding installing one once the Bench choice has been selected.
Action – Cllr Liz Bickerstaffe & Cllr Philip Enright

· Tree with Ash die back

Robert Pickervance has sent through a photo of a dead tree which has Ash Die back.

He has quoted £300 for removal of this tree.

Proposed by Cllr L Nulty        Seconded by Cllr P Desmond           All in favour

d) Street Cleaning in Wesham  
Councillors noted that over the summer months there appears to have been a decent service.  

e) Allotments 

· Bee hives 

An allotment holder on Fleetwood Road has asked about putting bees onto his plot.

Bees are not mentioned in the Allotment tenancy agreement.  After some debate the Councillors agreed to allow this as a trial.
· Tree fallen down

Another tree has fallen down on the allotments at Fleetwood Road Playing Fields again in the same area as the one earlier in the summer. Photos of the fallen tree have been circulated to councillors prior to this meeting.

Robert Pickervance has quoted £300 for removal of this tree as it is approx. half the siz of the previous one.

Proposed by Cllr L Nulty        Seconded by Cllr P Desmond           All in favour

f) Wesham Bowling Club
· Toilet Access – issue to be discussed at Autumn meeting 2024
Wesham Bowling Club have outline plans for toilets but as yet have not shared these with Wesham Councillors.  A meeting prior to the next council meeting on 15th Oct will be arranged.

Action:  Cllr L Bickerstaffe & Angela Hunter

24/088 Highways & Railways
a) Mowbreck Lane resurfacing – LCC Cllr Stuart Jones was advised by Wesham Councillors that recent patching up had been undertaken on Mowbreck Lane.  Whilst this is a temporary improvement it is not in the opinion of Wesham councillors sufficient & not the full re-surfacing that was advised as being scheduled ~ 2 years ago. Cllr Jones has asked for the LCC highways inspector to attend Mowbreck Lane for a site visit & he is waiting on being told a date for this visit.     
b) Derby Road 

Wesham Councillors advised Stuart Jones of their serious concerns regarding the increased usage of Derby Road which involves a significant amount of speeding by vehicles including some of the buses.  Derby Road has the Doorstep Green Playing Fields on this route & Councillors are concerned for children’s safety.

Cllr L Bickerstaffe also advised that some drivers ignore the mini roundabout & this has undergone several repeated repairs in last 12-18mths.

c) Fleetwood Road
Wesham Councillors also advised that there is a lot of speeding on Fleetwood Road.
d) Train Station Parking/Mill Farm Parking

Wesham councillors asked about Yellow lines in several areas of Wesham – Thompson Street, Sanderling Way.  Could Cllr Jones enquire where these items are upto & provide Wesham Councillors with update & contacts to be able to chase these up.

Traffic Wardens do not come up into Wesham & there are cars regularly parked where they shouldn’t eg: parking at double white lines close to the chippy.

Traffic Wardens would be particularly beneficial on Mill Farm match days/evenings.
e) Hedge/Verge Trimming

Wesham Councillor asked about the hedge trimming that should be undertaken by LCC.  They told him that the sides of the Roads & roundabout that should be done by LCC are done very infrequently which looks untidy but also causes safety issues due to restricting sight line when driving.  Tickets put into the LCC highways system to report issues do not seem to be actioned.
Cllr Jones advised that he is trying to get the traffic lights at the M55 roundabout reinstated.  Wesham Councillors told him that J2 on the M55 & also the money spent on the Singleton By-Pass has made no difference what so ever to traffic problems.

Cllr Jones advised of the Road Closure in operation for the Kirkham Pride day on 21st September & extended an invitation to all Wesham Councillors to attend.
24/089 GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE  
a) Accounts payable and income received report –

WTC Monthly summary – July/Aug2024

Councillors commented that they would like to see a breakdown of bar takings & costs/wages to be able to see the profits from bookings.
Proposed by Cllr P Desmond        Seconded by Cllr P Enright   All in favour
b) Accident and Incident Reporting – none
 24/090 Events –
Remembrance Sunday Service – 10th Nov 2024

Cllr L Nulty reminded everyone that Alan Clayton has retired from leading/arranign the Remembrance service but is happy to help by advising/guiding the new person.  This was going to be Cllr N Rowley but he has since resigned.  Scouts will erect Gazebos as usual.  Cllr P Enright volunteered to assist with setting up the sound equipment & Cllr L Bickerstaffe advised that her family would also assist.

Christmas Lights Switch On  - 29th November 2024

Cllr L Bickerstaffe advised that this is the best date for the schools.  She is checking with Foxs biscuits to ensure that the tree will have been donated by then

24/091  HUMAN RESOURCES

a) HR sub-committee – no update 

see comments in other sections of these minutes regarding HR issues.
WCC Manager /WTC Town Clerk vacancy update

10 applicants have been shortlisted to 3 persons for interview.  All of the shortlisted candidates have been advised to attend for interview on 7th October.
b) Admin issues -  Cllr Liz Bickerstaffe has received the password info from Cllr D Nowell re handover.  Some things are proving quite onerous to sort out eg: the transfer of the SUM UP account out of DN’s name.
24/092  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
a) Community Centre Meeting  - to be arranged Autumn 2024 
b) Replacement of doors – Cllr Bickerstaffe has a quote which she will share & it can then be discussed at a WCC meeting. Cllr L Bickerstaffe advised that she would do a sign for the new Kitchen door.
c) Bar bookings for Summer 2024  - the bookings were discussed and it was proposed they be accepted.  Some bookings were in the diary were shown as provisional – Cllr L Bickertaffe to check these with Jean.  Cllr L Bickerstaffe advised that she is updating the booking form.
Proposed by Cllr Bickerstaffe          Seconded by Cllr Desmond    All in favour
24/093  OTHER 
a)   Website  - no update
An updated website will be an activity for the new TC
b)   Action list – to be circulated
This meeting finished at 21:50hrs

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:    15th October 2024

	Date
	Meeting

	7th Oct 2024
	Town Clerk/WCC Manager interviews

	Autumn 2024
	WCC meeting 

	Autumn 2024
	SLA Annual review Wesham Bowling Club

	Autumn 2024
	SLA Annual Review – KJFC

	Autumn 2024
	SLA Annual Review – T Ascroft

	15th Oct 2024
	WTC Monthly meeting - September


Jean Priestley & Angela Hunter                              30th September 2024
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